
Stop the Anti-Housing Initiative - Decline to Sign

As your friends and neighbors, we urge you not to sign the “City of Eureka Housing for All and
Downtown Vitality Initiative.” Despite its name, the initiative would stop the construction of
affordable housing and would put the city in legal jeopardy, risking millions of dollars of state
grant funding. Eureka deserves better.

Eureka faces a housing affordability crisis. Under state law, Eureka is required to plan for
housing construction through its “Housing Element,” a component of its larger General Plan.
The Housing Element outlines the strategies the city will undertake to facilitate new housing
construction and is approved by the California Department of Housing and Community
Development (HCD). The City of Eureka developed in partnership with HCD a program to
release publicly-owned lands for housing. Through working with non-profit housing developers,
including the Wiyot Tribe, Eureka is on track to build 199 new apartments—if the proposed
initiative doesn’t stop the city first.

Invalidate Housing Element: The initiative would amend Eureka’s General Plan to create two
new “overlay” zones. The first overlay zone would stop the development of apartments on
downtown parking lots by prohibiting the loss of any parking through redevelopment of the sites,
functionally making housing construction impossible on these sites. The second overlay zone
would rezone the former site of Jacobs Middle School and would allow dense multifamily
development on this site. This “upzone” is misleading as well, as Eureka does not control the
former Jacobs campus, Eureka City Schools has declined an offer by the City to purchase the
site, and Eureka City Schools is in negotiations with the California Highway Patrol to purchase
and develop the site.

Loss of Affordable Housing: The proposed initiative would stop the development of five lots
already approved for affordable housing development. In total, the initiative would threaten the
construction of at least 199 total units. Additionally, the initiative would prohibit the development
of the Eureka Regional Transit and Housing Center (EaRTH Center), a mass transit hub paired
with apartments for healthcare workers and other affordable housing.

Legal Chaos: The initiative would throw the city into legal chaos by invalidating its Housing
Element. Because the Housing Element is a core component of the Eureka’s General Plan, that
central governing document might also be voided. In turn, Eureka could lose its power to
regulate local land use decisions until a costly and thorough amendment process can be
completed.

Loss of Grant Funding: By invalidating the Housing Element, Eureka would lose out on
substantial grant funding that it regularly relies upon for affordable housing, city planning, and
mass transit.

If you are approached by a signature gatherer, politely decline to sign the anti-housing
initiative. If you have signed the initiative by accident, please complete this form and

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Qf8c8bvYROD4hk4cxbeYsW9FwqQW1d0O/view?usp=sharing


return it to Humboldt County Elections to remove your name from the petition. If you
would like to join your name to the growing list of friends and neighbors concerned

about this initiative, please complete this form.
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