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September 27, 2016 

Chief Justice Tani G. Cantil-Sakauye and Associate Justices 
California Supreme Court 
350 McAllister Street 
San Francisco, CA 94102 

Re: Opposition to City ofEureka's Request for Depublication 
City of Eureka v. Superior Court of Humboldt County 
Case No. A14S701 (filed July 19, 2016) 
Trial Court No. JV140252 
Supreme Court Case No. S237292 

To The Chief Justice and Associate Justices: 

We are writing on behalf of the California Newspaper Publishers Association ("CNPA") 
in opposition to the City of Eureka' s request that this court depublish the decision in City of 
Eureka v. Superior Court of Humboldt County, No. A145701, filed July 19, 2016. For reasons 
which follow, the primary issue raised in this case-whether video footage depicting an arrest is 
automatically Pitchess protected-is an important one of statewide significance. This case 
should remain a published decision to assist agencies and courts across California in properly 
defining the extent and scope of what information the Pitchess motion cloaks. 

The First District in this case properly interpreted the Pitchess statutes and applicable 
case law to hold that video footage depicting an arrest is not automatically a confidential 
personnel record simply because it relates to a police officer. The trial court found that the 
footage was not generated in connection with officer appraisal or discipline, and therefore was 
not a personnel record. The appellate court properly affirmed, relying on the standard recently 
set forth by this court in Long Beach Police Officers Assn. v. City of Long Beach to hold that the 
arrest footage was not a police personnel record. The appellate court's decision is also consistent 
with the requirement in Article I, Sec. 3 (b )(2) of the California Constitution that laws limiting 
access to government records be applied narrowly. For these reasons, CNPA urges this court to 
deny the city's request for depublication. 

I. INTEREST OF AMICUS (RULE 8.500(g))

The California Newspaper Publishers Association ("CNPA") is a nonprofit trade 
association representing the interests of nearly 1,400 daily, weekly and student newspapers 
throughout California. For over 130 years, CNPA has worked to protect and enhance the 
freedom of speech guaranteed to all citizens and to the press by the First Amendment of the 







PROOF OF SERVICE 

I, Paul Nicholas Boylan, declare: 

I am over 18 years of age. My place of business address is POB 719 Davis California, 
95617. On December 22, 2015, I mailed a copy of the following document: 

OPPOSITION TO CITY OF EUREKA'S REQUEST FOR DEPUBLICATION 

to each of the following persons below: 

☒ BY UNITED STATES MAIL: I placed the envelope for collection and mailing,
following my ordinary business practices.  I am readily familiar with the business
practice for collecting and processing correspondence for mailing.  On the same
day that correspondence is placed for collection and mailing, it is deposited in the
ordinary course of business with the United States Postal Service, in a sealed
envelope with postage fully prepaid.

Cyndy Day-Wilson  
City Attorney, City of Eureka 
531 K Street 
Eureka, CA 95501 

Honorable Judge Barbara J. R. Jones  
Court of Appeal  
First Appellate District, Division Five 350 
McAllister Street  
San Francisco CA 94 l 02 

Mary Blair Angus   
Humboldt County, County Counsel 
825 Fifth Street, Room 110   
Eureka, CA 95501 

Jeremy T. Price 
First District Appellate Project 
730 Harrison St, #201   
San Francisco, CA 94107 

Honorable Judge Christopher Wilson 
Humboldt County Superior Court  
825 Fifth Street  
Eureka, CA 95501 



I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the 
foregoing is true and correct.  Executed in Davis, California. 

Dated:  September 27, 2916 

  Paul Nicholas Boylan 


